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4 Welcome to our Mdrch 2026 Newsletter )

In this newsletter, we bring together information which we hope you will find useful and we
highlight how the Partnership continues to communicate and keep in touch with all our agencies
and provide guidance to support you in your role working with children and adults. In this edition,
we bring you information in the spotlight about Harm Outside the Home, updates and also
information about Partnership work, important safeguarding updates and new training dates.

o J




Darlington In the Spotlight:
Safeguarding et
Partnership Harm Outside the Home

Protecting Children and Adults

Children can experience abuse and exploitation outside the home. This is often referred to as
“extra-familial harm”. Harm can occur in a range of extra-familial contexts, including school
and other educational settings, peer groups, or within community/public spaces, and/or
online. Children may experience this type of harm from other children and/or from adults.
Forms of extra-familial harm include exploitation by criminal and organised crime groups and
individuals (such as county lines and financial exploitation), serious violence, modern slavery
and trafficking, online harm, sexual exploitation, teenage relationship abuse, and the
influences of extremism which could lead to radicalisation. Children of all ages can experience
extra-familial harm.

Where there are concerns that a child is experiencing extra-familial harm, practitioners should
consider all the needs and vulnerabilities of the child. Some children will have vulnerabilities
that can be exploited by others and will require support appropriate to their needs to
minimise the potential for exploitation. All children, including those who may be causing harm
to others, should receive a safeguarding response first and practitioners should work with
them to understand their experiences and what will reduce the likelihood of harm to
themselves and others.

Darlington Safeguarding Partnerships is committed to ensuring all young people in Darlington
who are vulnerable and at risk or victim of exploitation or go missing are offered support to
reduce vulnerability and build resilience to exploitation. We aim to implement systems to best
respond to harm happening in contexts beyond the home. To achieve this, we work in
partnership to help raise young people’s awareness of exploitation, reduce/irradicate the risk
of exploitation and support young people on their journey to a positive and healthy future.

To support this the Partnership has developed Harm Outside the Home Multi-Agency
Procedures which provides an understanding of Harm Outside the Home and the pathways to
follow in response to this. The Partnership will also be hosting a conference this summer on
Harm Outside the Home for practitioners. Full details of this conference will be shared in due
course once the details are finalised.



https://www.darlington-safeguarding-partnership.co.uk/media/ejjpy3p4/dsp-harm-outside-the-home-multi-agency-procedures-v11-261125-final.pdf
https://www.darlington-safeguarding-partnership.co.uk/media/ejjpy3p4/dsp-harm-outside-the-home-multi-agency-procedures-v11-261125-final.pdf

The National Referral Mechanism (NRM)

The National Referral Mechanism (NRM) is a framework for identifying victims of human
trafficking or modern slavery and ensuring they receive appropriate support. An NRM
referral should always be considered if there are concerns that a child or young adult is
being criminally or sexually exploited. Referrals are made through an on-line referral
form. Only certain organisations, known as First Responders, can complete this form.
Consent of potential victims for referral is not necessary for children but it is required
for adults.

Full details about the NRM system for England and Wales, together with a list of First
Responders, is available here.

The Home Office has recently produced guidance for children referred to the National
Referral Mechanism because they might be victims of exploitation, human trafficking
or modern slavery. There are three guides available:

= Understanding the NRM: a guide for primary school aged children

= Understanding the NRM: a guide for secondary school aged children

= National Referral Mechanism: child to adult transition
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-trafficking-victims-referral-and-assessment-forms/guidance-on-the-national-referral-mechanism-for-potential-adult-victims-of-modern-slavery-england-and-wales
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/understanding-the-national-referral-mechanism-primary-school-children
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/understanding-the-national-referral-mechanism-secondary-school-children
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-referral-mechanism-child-to-adult-transition

National Child Exploitation Awareness Day

The National Child Exploitation Awareness Day (CEA Day) takes place on 18" March annually.

The National Child Exploitation Awareness Day is a great way to highlight the issues
surrounding Child Exploitation; encouraging everyone to think, spot and speak out against
abuse and adopt a zero tolerance to adults developing inappropriate relationships with
children or children exploiting and abusing their peers.

You can focus your awareness raising event to the day itself — 18th March — or spread it out
with a series of events over the week or month.

How can you help?
o Raise awareness

Help raise awareness nationwide by making a pledge and sharing among your friends,
family and social media channels. Download materials to share in your workplace to
support this campaign and make sure this important matter is discussed.

o Share your knowledge and speak out

Educate others by sharing what you know and using tools and resources from the
website below.

o Inspire others
Run events and workshops in your own organisation to support everyone in identifying

and reporting child exploitation. Share your events with the NWG Network.

About Us - NWG Network



https://nwgnetwork.org/about-us/

mings) OUR PLEDGE

To have open, honest, bold conversations with each other as multi-agency partners in
order to do the very best we can for adults and children in Darlington.

For many families across Darlington, multi-agency working is vital to maintain a focus on
children and adults while also keeping them at the heart of all decisions.

Owur Pledge is an opportunity to;

Seek out professional conversations with each Be open and empathetic to the professional
other at the earliest opportunity views of others

Have a shared understanding of the strengths Be professionally curios and evidence what we
and risks within a family sdy

Actively listen to each other and share Use common language that everyone
imrn rtant 'Lnformn‘t‘mn N wnderstands

Respect each other's expertise A |

Statutory Safeguarding Partners

James Stroyan, Executive Director of People

Nicola Lawrence, Detective Chief Superintendent

Hilary Lloyd, Chief Nurse



